in a cavity with absolutely unyielding walls, while its vascular and nerve supplies enter it through a very minute opening in the same dense structure; so that any swelling, from inflammation or other causes, would produce greater or less constriction of the vessels of the pulp at the point where it is most essential that the blood and nerve supply should be uninterrupted and unimpaired.
Perhaps there is no one thing so difficult to do as to outline a comprehensive conservative treatment of exposed pulps which would be endorsed by a majority of the best men in the profession. This is a confession that there is no well-established method which is based on scientific principles, and which is justified by general experience. However, very many believed that something less irritating should be used, and it was supposed that it had been found in the oxyphosphate of zinc, and exposed pulps were capped with the latter material almost as extensively as they had before been with the oxychloride, and at first it was supposed with greater success than by the former method. Time, however, which tests all these methods inexorably, seems to have demonstrated that this material is no more to be relied upon than was the oxychloride! These experiences very naturally suggest the inquiry whether the causes of failure are chiefly to be sought in the material used for the capping. As some of the other papers will doubtless consider quite fully the treatment of diseased pulps prior to capping, this paper will only refer to the matter in a general way.
Diseased pulps should be treated for whatever condition presents itself, on general principles, just as other tissues or organs are treated under like diseased conditions. The idea that all exposed pulp should be treated alike, or with the same remedies, is preposterous.
The causes of failures in many cases may justly be charged to the anatomical limitations before altuded to; a point which has never been sufficiently recognized, and which should always be borne in mind in any calculations as to the chances of success.
Over this cause we have no control; but there are other causes of failure, within our power to modify; and these are, want of care and thoroughness in details. It should never be forgotten that in the treatment of exposed pulps, more than in any other special operation, the least neglect or carelessness is likely to prove disastrous.
As to the chances of success in this operation, it may safely be stated that after the age of twenty-five the chances are small, even with recent exposures and healthy pulps.
Under that age, all cases in which there has been inflammation, though they may seem to do well for a while, are to be regarded as liable at any time to fail; while in those cases where there has been sloughing of any portion of the pulp, failure is to be expected in a large majority of cases.?The Dental Review.
